Peter Doyle – ‘Doomed Youth’: The War Dead of the Woolwich Polytechnic, 1914-18
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PETER DOYLE 

‘Let those who come after see 

that this name not be forgotten’
Epitaph on the grave of

Gunner Herbert Barlow Nightingale, Royal Garrison Artillery

of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club
Killed in action, January 13th 1916
He lies at peace in

 R.E. Farm Cemetery, Belgium
THE WOOLWICH POLYTECHNIC AND 

THE GREAT WAR
THE Woolwich Polytechnic was the second of the ‘Polytechnical Institutes’ to be founded by the philanthropist Quintin Hogg in the late nineteenth century. Hogg was a devout Christian and intended that his Institutes should serve as both educational and social centres for the working classes; the embodiment of the Victorian tradition of ‘improvement’1. The birth of Hogg’s Polytechnical Institutes was in 1882, with the founding of The Polytechnic, Regent Street. This organisation offered technical education combined with athletic and religious instruction in evening, and later day, schools. The development of the Woolwich Polytechnic also indirectly derives from this event. It was conceived by Frank Didden, a native of Woolwich educated at the Regent Street Polytechnic. Didden enlisted the help of Quintin Hogg, and together they created the second of the Polytechnics in William Street, Woolwich, in a former house. This was later built around and incorporated into a much larger structure, and formed part of the University of Greenwich’s Woolwich Campus until this was sold a few years ago.


The Woolwich Polytechnic was founded in 1890 when it provided evening classes, a social meeting centre for young people, and a thriving athletic club. In fact, the athletic club was the first component of the Polytechnic to be instigated, the educational classes following only when the residences had been secured. The Polytechnic thrived in Woolwich during the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, and provided sound secondary and technical education to the people of Woolwich2. Following financial difficulties in the 1890’s, the Polytechnic concentrated on the provision of high quality education in science and in technical subjects such as engineering, as well as art, commercial studies and domestic management. Courses were offered in all these areas, mostly at night, but these were supplemented by several Day Schools. These schools provided the first Secondary Education in Woolwich, and later provided technical education on day release for the workers of the Woolwich Arsenal.

Soldiers of the Empire: The Polytechnic and the Great War

The Great War drew many men from the halls of the Polytechnic. These included several staff and many old boys, both of the evening classes and of the secondary schools, and many members of the Woolwich Polytechnic Institute—mostly athletes of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletics Club. The first issue of the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine listed 163 soldiers, sailors and airmen from the staff, students and members of the Polytechnic who were serving with the armed forces in 19163. The majority of these served in the corps and services: 126 in all served with, for example, the Royal Engineers, Royal Regiment of Artillery, Army Service Corps and Army Ordnance Corps. Others later served with the Tanks and in the flying services. Given the training in engineering and practical skills provided by the Polytechnic, this is to be expected. The local Territorial Battalions of the London Regiment accounted for a smaller fraction of soldiers from the Polytechnic, with a largish proportion of these not surprisingly serving with the 20th Battalion (Blackheath and Woolwich). A smaller number served with the Regular, Territorial and Service battalions of the county regiments of England (and Wales), the majority from the Home Counties (for example, with The Queens’, The Buffs, etc.) but also from battalions as diverse as the Northumberland Fusiliers, the Devonshire Regiment and the Royal Welsh Fusiliers. Emigrant sons of Woolwich also answered ‘the call’, with representatives in the Australian and Canadian infantry. Relatively few served with the Navy, and a small proportion joined the flying services of the RFC and RNAS. In all, around 500 Polytechnic men served in the armed forces.


Compared with the Regent Street Polytechnic, which has a Roll of Honour that lists literally hundreds of men killed in the Great War; and from which, in all, thousands served, the Woolwich Roll appears small. However, the catchment for the Regent Street Polytechnic was huge, and its operation larger that its daughter institution. In making such a comparison, two other points are probably pertinent. Firstly, the Regent Street Polytechnic effectively had its own Battalion of the London Regiment—the 12th Battalion (Rangers)—which recruited directly from the Polytechnic and which had a pre-war ancestry. This battalion, the ‘Poly Boys’ was decimated on the Somme and in many of the major battles on the Western Front4. There is no equivalent for the Woolwich Polytechnic. Secondly, many of those who were students or members of the Polytechnic were engaged in war work—at the Royal Arsenal in Woolwich—and therefore many of its men and women were actively engaged in the manufacture of munitions, and were exempt from military service. Other sister institutions had similar casualty lists, particularly the Borough Polytechnic—now South Bank University—which also had its broken and long-forgotten memorial rededicated recently 5. The Royal Arsenal’s own casualty list is of the same order as that of the Polytechnic, with 65 war dead mostly serving in the Kentish and London regiments, and the artillery6.

Informing the family: The Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine
During the war, the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine was conceived in order to keep the Polytechnic informed of ‘matters of general interest to students and members’. Its first issue was published in January 1916, and its opening paragraphs were loaded with reference to the war: ‘The year nineteen hundred and sixteen is now with us, a year carrying within its future the most tremendous possibilities for our Empire, a year in which by continuance of firm and steady effort we are, we hope, to encompass the overthrow of one of the most powerful engines of destruction ever pitted against ideals of right, and out of its ruin to build a lasting peace. Officers, past students and members of this Polytechnic are bearing their part in this great struggle, many in actual military duty, and many others in the preparation of those engines and materials of war which speed the soldier to success’7.

The magazine was considered as a way of bringing the polytechnic ‘family’ of staff, students and members together in difficult circumstances: ‘We appear as a means of intercourse between those who work at home, those who are yet too young to take their place in the fight, and those who in the field of danger for their King and Country bravely face the foe’.8 By January 1916, the war had been raging for over a year, with many bloody engagements (with little success) at Ypres, Loos and Gallipoli, and Britain had been rocked by the effects of shell shortages curtailing battles at the front; a brighter moment was required. As such, the tone of the magazine was typical of the day, and bright and cheery, and this was to continue throughout the war, with ‘notes’, ‘jottings’ and the like from departments and clubs. Patriotic poems and gentle humour were also prevalent:

The School of Art

Like most things nowadays, the School of Art

Is suffering from the War; to do their part

The masters and the students one by one

Are going where there is war work to be done.

Some join the Army, some to factory go

To make munitions, — presents for the foe!9

This tone was tempered by the frequent notices of the death of Polytechnic men, and by early 1918 the Magazine was a much more sober affair. The first issue of the Magazine, in January 1916, gave brief resumés of the eight men that had died so far under the title: ‘Those who have fallen. They still fighting with us urge us to fight on’10. A full ‘Roll of Honour’ of the: ‘names and particulars of those serving with the King’s forces’ was published, listing separately ‘staff’ and ‘students and members’. Annotations to the list include those who were killed in action, had died of wounds, had died from illness, had drowned, been wounded, or were missing. The first staff member to be killed was Mr Arthur Horlock, of the Mathematics staff. His death reportedly had a great effect on the Polytechnic as a whole11. Casualties were reported from the beginning as ‘in memorium’ or ‘Pro Patria’, and continued through to 1919, with the death of Lt Reith in France from influenza. 

Visits from ‘old boys in khaki’ were frequently reported, for example from the Secondary School Notes for May 1916: ‘Gordon Jones, who is ‘somewhere in France… R.A. Chell, first-lieut. [sic] in the 10th Essex Regiment, who also came from ‘somewhere in France…, E.J. Anderson, gunner in the R.F.A., who was wounded in the foot by the bursting of his gun by action’. Lieutenant (later Captain) Chell was to win the Military Cross in 1917 – other Polytechnic medalists included the head of the Physics Department, Captain T.B. Vinycomb, who gained the MC while in charge of an ammunition dump; Gunner E.W. Humphreys, a pupil teacher from 1912-13 who won the DCM; and Fred Wilkinson, from the Athletics Club, who was awarded the MM 12. 

Correspondence was obviously important given the aim of the Magazine, and correspondents tended to be those serving at the front in one capacity or another. ‘Many letters tell of meetings, unexpected and generally brief, between our members, and all making the best of everything, bear cheering testimony to the optimism which upholds our cause’13 Usual letters to the magazine were addressed as ‘Somewhere in France’ or ‘from the trenches’. These were often quoted verbatim, or in passing in the various notices from clubs and departments14.  Letters from men later to become casualties were all the more poignant, such as from G.D. Frier and T.M. Calcutt [sic] in the first issue, while others told of wounds: ‘Gerald Harris…is now lying in Ward D3, St Luke’s War Hospital, Bradford, with sundry shrapnel wounds…He was in the third wave of an attack upon High Wood (the previous two having been literally wiped out) when a shrapnel shell burst behind him…Gerald was able to get back to his trench in a very weak state…Of five hundred who went to the attack but a hundred and fifty returned’.15 Increasingly, the Magazine included notices of new addresses; men serving overseas desiring news from the ‘Poly’ and home. The October 1917 issue published 66 such addresses from servicemen on the home establishment, in the BEF and from as far afield as Egypt and India.

Fortunately, the Magazine also regularly reported correspondence from those who were destined to return from the front, though wounded: Lieutenant Arthur Page and George Pike of the Athletics Club, Private Leather, former member of staff and colleague of Arthur Horlock in the Royal Fusiliers – who was not to escape without wounds16; and the Sturtons, four members of one family who were old boys of the Polytechnic and who served in the armed forces: all four were to survive the war17. 

The idea of a bigger Polytechnic movement – an even larger family – was sustained through notices of the activities of sister institutions, including in the first issue ‘the first student from a technical Institution’ to win the VC, Second Lieutenant F.H. Johnson, of the 73rd Field Company R.E., during the assault on Hill 70 in September 1915. Lieut. (later Major) Johnson was of the Battersea Polytechnic, forerunner of the University of Surrey, and was later to be killed at Cambrai in 191718. Frequent references to the Polytechnic Movement also refer to the growth of like institutions in London in the 25 years since the founding of the Regent Street Polytechnic.

The amateur tradition: the Athletic Club goes to war

The Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Cub was the first part of the Polytechnic to be initiated in the late nineteenth century. It was a vital component of Polytechnic life, and although tensions were later to appear between academic and sporting components of the institution, it is clear that it was a significant component of Polytechnic life during the Great War19. The Kentish Independent and Kentish Mail carried a regular Woolwich Polytechnic A.C Notes column in a prominent position, reporting the week-by-week activities of the Athletic Club throughout the war period20, echoed by similar, more irregular notes in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine. These announced a mixture of club fixtures, social notes, Christmas greetings and increasingly, references were made to its members serving with the colours and ultimately, the inevitable casualties. Some of its most prominent correspondents were to survive the war, however, and their letters provide snap-shots of the amateur athleticist at war.


Early examples extol the virtues of the ‘Poly’ men: Arthur Wright and Bert Brooker of the Harriers left for the Front on Friday last. The members’ best wishes go with them: may they have the best of luck and return in safety at no distant date’. ‘Congratulations to Tom Flood, who is the club’s latest contribution towards the capture of Berlin’21. By the end of April 1915, the club was heavily engaged in war activities: ‘Over 60 members are now serving in some branch or other of the Forces, and with practically the whole of the remainder working long hours in the Arsenal, it is not surprising that the activities of the club on the field of sport have been greatly curtailed.’22. Sport was not far away from other members however, as demonstrated by E. Brooker, writing from Flanders: ‘two companies of his corps went out some days ago to play a footer match. Shortly after commencement the Huns joined in with a few of their Taubes, and dropped a bomb in the centre of the pitch.’; more details of this incident were given in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine23. Medalists included George Matthews, mentioned in despatches ad recipient of the M.C., and Fred Wilkinson, who gained the Military Medal24.


George Ockenden was to be the first Athletic Club casualty. A member of the 12th London Regiment (The Rangers), otherwise known as the ‘Poly Terriers’, he had reported earlier about an action on 13th February 1915 that had claimed the lives of Captain L.F. Studd the son of Mr J.E.K. Studd, and one of the leading lights in the Regent St Polytechnic, and Major V.R. Hoare, with similar credentials.25 He was lucky – receiving a wound that was to take him to the No. 2 Canadian Stationary Hospital in le Touquet: ‘I have had to take a ‘holiday’ due to a nice little present from the Germans received a week ago tomorrow. I was in charge of a very dangerous ‘listening post’ belonging to a small detached trench…when a daring sniper (I am convinced) found a billet in my left thigh’26. He was to survive the war. Other references to the hazards of trench warfare are also present: ‘Eddie Power is now at Cavalry Corps Headquarters, having recovered from his gassing, and expects to return to the trenches in a week or two’27. Late casualties on the Western Front reported in the column included that of Cecil Mutimer, wounded in the German offensive of Spring 1918: ‘Members will learn with regret that Cecil Mutimer has been admitted to hospital wounded. This is the first casualty so far reported among the club fellows in the recent fighting on the Western Front, and we trust most sincerely that it may be the last…’28.


Arthur F. Page was one member whose activities became regularly reported in the column throughout the war, recording his rise through the ranks, his wounding and the award of the Military Cross. His correspondence was also widely reported in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine, and his example was held aloft for all the other ‘Poly Men’: ‘Congratulations to Arthur Page, who…has sent in his resignation [from the Royal Arsenal] and joined the Warwickshire Regiment. Such is the spirit which prevails among the Poly. Men. And of which this club is so justly proud.’29. He later outlined activities on the Somme in 1916 for club members: ‘his regiment [Warwickshires] held the line whilst the gas and smoke was sent over to Mr. Bosche…this was in the early stages of the advance’30. His commission came later in that year: ‘It appears that recently he led a bombing party with such success and achievement that his decision was literally the outcome of a command. Some twelve months ago Arthur applied to be commissioned, and was offered a lieutenancy in the Army Ordnance Corps. This, however, did not meet with his approval since he required a more militant unit…His wishes are likely to be gratified since he is to be drafted to an infantry battalion after he has finalised his training. A more conscientious member never belonged to the club, and his ability as a British officer is beyond all doubt.’31. He was to be wounded in 1917: ‘Arthur Page writes to say that he is in London with shrapnel wounds in the leg’ and later ‘A.F. Page is progressing favourably at the Royal Free Hospital, Grays Inn Road, London, he has a nasty wound in the calf of his leg…’. Finally, “He hopes to be discharged from hospital in the near future, but does not anticipate a return to duty for some weeks’32. A long piece published in the column for June 29th 1917 outlined the presentation of a sword from his former employers, the Royal Arsenal, engraved to ‘Second Lieutenant A.F. Page, Royal Warwickshire Regiment’, and this was embellished by a similar piece in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for October 1917. It was not long before he was decorated for bravery: ‘The Secretary has received two interesting photographs. The first is of Lieutenant Arthur Page, and the particular interest is the ribbon of the military Cross which adorns his tunic…he was awarded the honour at Vimy Ridge in May 1917, which, on reflection, is a date coinciding with that period during which he returned home wounded.’33 


The ‘Poly Men’ were well represented in the Middle East. Activities at Gallipoli were reported by J.G. ‘Bon’ Palmer, a Sergeant in the RAMC (17th General Hospital, MEF). At first complaining about a lack of correspondence, he was later to report himself fit but overworked, as ‘ judging from Sir Ian Hamilton’s dispatches…the work of the RAMC has been exceedingly strenuous’. Sergeant Palmer was to move to other parts of the Middle East34. Other members were taken ill, like so many, and Joe Millard was lucky to find himself back in hospital in Liverpool, having contracted dysentery ‘during his stay at the Dardanelles his appetite was frequently mitigated by consignments of dust and flies’35. Dysentry in this campaign was to claim the first fatality, that of Harry Bird36. Other Poly Men in the Middle East included Len Williamson, a member of the RFC in Mesopotamia; George ‘Dickie’ Bird a lance-corporal in the West Kents, also in Mespot; and Lieutenant Bert Mitchell ASC, whose troopship was struck by a torpedo off Salonika, which sank after just 4 minutes, and who eventually ended up in Palestine37. Sergeant-Major Hancock, of the 60th Division artillery, was another Athletic Club member in Salonika. A. Pollock was to be wounded in action attacking ‘Jammy [sic] Turk’ in Palestine having ‘got within forty yards of his trenches, after sundry starts off the ninety yards mark outside Beersheba’. Stan Smith was also to end up in hospital in Cairo from action in Palestine38.

Commemorating the dead

After the war, the Polytechnic remembered those who served by the erection of two memorial plaques: a ‘Roll of Honour’ of those who were killed; and a ‘Roll of Service’ of those who served, but who had not been killed39. Both memorials were sited in the main corridor of the Polytechnic and unveiled on Monday 30th May 1921 at 8 o’clock. The Roll of Honour Memorial Plaque listed without rank or distinction the 54 staff, students and members of the Polytechnic who had lost their lives in the war. Funds for the erection of the memorial were raised through appeals to the staff, students and members.  The memorial cost an estimated £42, and was both designed and manufactured by J. Wippell & Co. of Duncannon Street, Charing Cross, London WC240. It had a simple heading: ‘To the memory of the Staff, Students and Members of the Woolwich Polytechnic Institute who gave their lives in the Great War, 1914-1918’. A short verse lay at the bottom of the plaque:

True love by life—True love by death—is tried.

Live then for England: We for England died.
This verse is identical to that used on the Regent Street Polytechnic Roll of Honour, still in place in the entrance foyer to the University of Westminster. This underlines the strong links between ‘parent’ and ‘daughter’ institutions, both linked through the teaching of Quintin Hogg. The origin of the verse is obscure, but a clue may lie in The Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for January 1918, which quoted the verse under the title ‘For a Memorial Tablet’, simply signed ‘A.C.A’ and dated February, 1918.41


Both original Woolwich Polytechnic commemorative plaques have been lost, although a contemporary photograph of the Roll of Honour Memorial Plaque still exists in the Woolwich Polytechnic archives at the University of Greenwich. A separate listing of those who had served from the Old Boys of the Day Schools was published by the Polytechnic. Many of the casualties were natives of Woolwich or Eltham, and so figure in both the contemporary reports of the Kentish Independent and Kentish Mail and Eltham and District Times newspapers, and are commemorated on the Roll of Honour of the Woolwich Hospital War Memorial.


Those members of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club who were killed in the War were also commemorated on a separate Memorial Tablet placed in the rooms of the club, known as the ‘Den’. This plaque was unveiled on Sunday 26th September, 1920. In unveiling the plaque, Mr W.J. Squires, J.P. of the London County Council said that: ‘the members of the Polytechnic Athletic Club whose names were on the tablet had given of their best.’ As with the main memorial plaque, the whereabouts of this plaque is not known.


In 1948 the Polytechnic and the Polytechnic Union erected a more substantial war memorial in the form of a pair of ornate gates to the sports ground at Kidbrooke Lane, Kidbrooke. These gates were dedicated on Remembrance Sunday, November 7th, 1949 at a service led by the Bishop of Woolwich and the Chairman of the Governing Body42. The gates replaced the memorial plaques that had been removed during one of the many construction phases of the polytechnic, and record no names, bearing no motifs other than the cipher ‘WP’ together with simple plaques bearing the dates 1914–1918 and 1939-45. Today these gates still stand at the entrance to the sports ground.

The Polytechnic today: The University of Greenwich

Today the Woolwich Polytechnic is an integral part of the University of Greenwich, which has grown through amalgamation and merger to its present size. The University incorporates several important and innovative early education colleges: Dartford College, the first physical education college for women, and Avery Hill College, a teacher-training college, are the two most important43. Both are of equivalent age to the Woolwich Polytechnic, but neither have recorded war dead—simply, one expects, because these were colleges for women. Remembering its war dead is an important remembrance of the role of the Polytechnic in the life of the town of Woolwich, of the south east of England and in Britain alone. 

Rededicating a memorial long lost

On November 11th 1998, on the eightieth anniversary of the signing of the Armistice that closed the Great War, the University of Greenwich erected a specially commissioned memorial to remember the dead of that terrible war. Based on the original, the new memorial was designed by Peter Doyle and hand cut in Welsh slate by Richard Grasby, a noted stonemason. Each of its sixty names—six had been added to the original number through painstaking research—was cut in the style of the original, and encompassed deaths on land, sea and in the air; in France, Gallipoli, Salonika, Palestine and Mespot.; in the Salient and on the Somme; at Loos, Gommecourt, Messines, Arras, Passchendaele; and at all times from September 1914 to October 1918. The story of these men and boys is a microcosm of the war as a whole, and was a story worthy of telling44. 


It was with this backdrop that those assembled at the University on Armistice Day 1998 were to witness a moving ceremony in which its long forgotten members would once again live in the halls in which they were educated. The then Vice-Chancellor, Dr David Fussey, Sir Sidney Bacon, former Managing Director of the Royal Ordnance Factories and an alumnus of the University, the Reverend Lu Gale, University Chaplain and a throng of former students and veterans gathered to witness the rededication of a memorial long forgotten45. The last post was provided by the Royal Regiment of Artillery, and as its plaintive notes rang out in the Calderswood entrance to the University – built in 1916 – in the heart of Woolwich, it seemed to call forth the memory of these once forgotten names, never to be forgotten again46. As the epitaph of one of the Polytechnic men, Gunner Herbert Barlow Nightingale, R.G.A, buried in the remote R.E. Farm Cemetery on the flanks of the Messines Ridge reads:

‘Let those who come after see

that this name not be forgotten’
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Information sources are noted in the biographical text using the following abbreviations:
AWM: Australian War Memorial, Canberra. 

CWGC: The appropriate cemetery and memorial registers of the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

EDT: Eltham and District Times weekly newspaper. Microfilm copies are held in the Greenwich Local History Library, Mycenae Road, Greenwich.

KIKM: Kentish Independent and Kentish Mail weekly newspaper. Microfilm copies are held in the Greenwich Local History Library, Mycenae Road, Greenwich.

LCC: London County Council. Record of service in the Great War 1914-18 by members of the Council’s staff. London County Council, 1922.

MIC: Medal Index Cards listing the entitlements for campaign medals of all soldiers, held on microfiche at the Public Records Office, Kew.

OD: Officers Died in the Great War 1914-1919, HMSO.

OR: Officers’ Service Records, held in the Public Records Office at Kew (Class WO 339)

REJ: The Royal Engineers Journal published obituaries of its officers as a supplement to its December 1918 issue.

RWP: Woolwich Polytechnic Day Schools. A Record of the names of the Old Boys who, for King and Country, served with the Forces of the Empire in the Great War of 1914-1919. Woolwich Polytechnic, July 29th 1919. Copies held in the University of Greenwich Woolwich Polytechnic Archive and the Greenwich Local History Library, Mycenae Road, Greenwich. 

SD: Soldiers Died in the Great War, HMSO. Published in many volumes, by regiment, and now available on a single CD-ROM.

WPM: The Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine. Irregularly published from 1916. Copies held in the Woolwich Polytechnic Archive at the University of Greenwich

WPR: Class records of the Woolwich Polytechnic and the Woolwich Polytechnic Day Schools. Originals in the Woolwich Polytechnic Archive at the University of Greenwich

WWM: Roll of Honour, Woolwich Hospital War Memorial. A copy is held in the Greenwich Local History Library, Mycenae Road, Greenwich.

Appendix 1: Servicemen not listed on the original memorial plaque

The following are students or members of the Polytechnic who were not listed on the Memorial Plaque, but whose association with the Polytechnic was reported in obituary notices within the Kentish Independent and Kentish Mail. In addition to not appearing on the Memorial Plaque, the names of most of these men are not recorded in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine Roll of Service, published in 1916, or in the Record of Service of the Day Schools, published in 1919.
BILLS, Richard James

Gunner, 325th Siege Battery, Royal Garrison Artillery. Died September 17th 1917 in France (also recorded as September 16th, 1917). Student and member of the Football section, Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club.

FARRER, Frank

Lieutenant, Royal Flying Corps. Killed in a flying accident at Lydd in January 1918. Member of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club.

LEDINGHAM, William Alexander
S/18888, Private, 1st Battalion, Gordon Highlanders. Died of wounds in France, February 23rd 1918. Student of the Woolwich Polytechnic.

MEYER, Leslie George

Private, 630402 2nd/20th Battalion, County Of London Regiment (Blackheath & Woolwich). Killed in Action in Palestine, April 30th 1918. Pupil of the Woolwich Polytechnic Secondary School.

ROCHE, Maurice

Sergeant, Royal Field Artillery. Died, August 1918. Member of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club.

SMITH, Edward Albert

Gunner, 177136, Royal Horse Artillery. Pupil of the Woolwich Polytechnic Secondary School.
WILLIAMS, Walter

Royal Field Artillery. Student of the Polytechnic and Member of the Woolwich Polytechnic Athletic Club.

Appendix 2: A select chronology of the Great War

1914

June 28th: Assassination of Archduke Ferdinand in Sarajevo

July 28th: Austria-Hungary declares war on Serbia; Great War commences

August 1st: Germany declares war on Russia

August 3rd: Germany declares War on France

August 4th: Germany declares War on Belgium; Britain declares War on Germany 

August 7th: British Expeditionary Force (BEF) lands in France

August 10th: France declares War on Austria-Hungary

August 11th: Britain declares War on Austria-Hungary

August 23rd-24th: Battle of Mons

August 25-27: Battle of Le Cateau

September 5-10th: Battle of the Marne

September 15-18th: Battle of the Aisne

September 22nd: Loss of the British cruisers Aboukir, Hogue and Cressy to the U9 in the North Sea

October 9th: Loss of the British cruiser Hawke to the U9 in the North Sea

October 18th-November 30th: Battle of the Yser

October 29th: Beginning of trench warfare on the Western Front; Turkey enters war on German side 

October 30th-November 24th: The First Battle of Ypres

November 6th: Britain and France declare War on Turkey

December 8th: Naval Battle of the Falkland Islands

December 25th-31st: Sporadic and spontaneous truces along the British line

1915

January 24th: Battle of Dogger Bank

January 25th-27th: Fighting at La Bassée

February 6th: Fighting at the Cuinchy Brickstacks

February 19th-25th: Naval bombardment of the Dardanelles forts

March 10-14th: Battle of Neuve Chapelle

April 22-May 25th: Second Battle of Ypres

April 25th: Allies land at Gallipolli: Battle of the Beaches

June 16th: Fighting at Hooge

August 6th-21st: Second Allied landings at Gallipolli

August 9th: Fighting at Hooge

September 25th-November 6th: Battles of Loos and Champagne

September 28th: Allies enter Kut

October 6th: Allies arrive in Salonika

October 15th: Britain declares war on Bulgaria

December 3rd: Siege of Kut begins

1916

February 21st-December 18th: Battle of Verdun

April 29th: British troops at Kut surrender to the Turks

May 21st German attack at Souchez

May 31st-June 1st: Battle of Jutland

July 1st-November 13th: Battle of the Somme

September 10th-November 19th: Allied offensive in Salonika

December 3rd: Beginning of British offensive in Mesopotamia

1917

February 23rd-April 5th: German withdrawal to the Hindenburg Line

February 22nd-25th: British recapture Kut

April 6th-20th: Nivelle Offensive

April 9th-May 15th: Battle of Arras (including Vimy Ridge)

May 5th-15th: Allied offensive in Salonika

June 7-8: Battle of Messines

July 31st-November 10th: Third Battle of Ypres (‘Passchendaele’)

November 20th-December 7th: Battle of Cambrai

December 9th: Armistice between Russia and Germany

1918

February 18th: British capture Jericho

March 21st-April 5th: German offensive: Second Battle of the Somme

April 9th-29th: German offensive: Battle of the Lys

May 27th-June 6th: German offensive: Second battle of the Aisne

July 13th: Last Turkish offensive in Palestine

July 15th-18th: Second Battle of the Marne

July 18th-August 5th: Allied Aisne-Marne offensive

September 12-16: Allied offensive against the Bulgarians in Salonika

September 26th: Allied offensive on the Western Front begins

September 29th: Bulgarian Armistice with Allies 

October 5th: Hindenburg Line breached by British troops

October 30th: Turkey makes peace

November 3rd: Austria-Hungary makes peace

November 11th: Germany signs Armistice; the end of the Great War

1919

January 4th: Peace conference convened in Paris

June 28th: Treaty of Versailles
Appendix 3: Woolwich Polytechnic War Dead 1939-1945
No official listing of Second World War casualties was ever compiled by the Woolwich Polytechnic. No record exists in the archive; no record was lodged in the minutes of the official meetings of the Polytechnic; and no ‘roll of honour’ was ever published in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine. Although there is no really foolproof method of determining the true extent of casualties 50 years on, the following list is derived from the pages of the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine, but clearly this is inadequate.

ANDREWS, Laurence Arthur

Student, Woolwich Polytechnic School of Art. It was noted in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for 1945 that he ‘went but would not return’. He was the son of Arthur Charles Comley Andrews and Ethel Maud Andrews of Eltham (CWGC).

910615 Gunner, 118 Field Regiment, Royal Artillery. He died Friday July 5th, 1940, aged 21 (CWGC), and is buried in Eltham (St John the Baptist) Churchyard, Section A, Grave 377.

CLAREY, Ronald Edward

Student of the Woolwich Polytechnic from 1934-37, studying Technical Drawing. From a family of three, Ronald Clarey lived at 26 Edgeworth Road, Eltham, before volunteering for service in the Royal Air Force.

1270439, Aircraftsman 1st Class, 62nd Squadron, Royal Air Force Volunteer Reserve. He volunteered in November 1940, before being shipped overseas in February 1941. Initially at Penang in Malaya, he was captured by the Japanese in Java. He was sent to Ambon, situated on the Laitimor Peninsula by the Japanese, where he died of bacterial dysentery, while working on an air strip for the Japanese on 23rd September 1943. He is buried in Ambon War Cemetery, Indonesia, in Plot 13, Row B, Grave 16 (CWGC). 

Ambon War Cemetery was the former site of a camp for Australian, British and Dutch prisoners of war, some of whom had been transferred from Java in 1943, and many of the servicemen buried in it died in captivity (CWGC).

CRANE, Ronald Thomas

Student, Woolwich Polytechnic School of Art. It was noted in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for 1945 that he ‘went but would not return’. He was the son of William Revel Crane and Louisa Florence Crane of Greenwich (CWGC).

C/JX 189162 Able Seaman, H.M.S. Martin, Royal Navy. He died on Tuesday November 10th 1942, aged 23 (CWGC). Able Seaman Crane has no known grave, and is commemorated on the Chatham Naval Memorial, Great Lines, Chatham, Kent, on Panel 53, 3.

DRAKE, Sydney

Secretary, Cycling Section, Woolwich Polytechnic Union. It was noted in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for 1945 that he ‘was killed during the blitz in 1941’. 

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission includes a Sidney Richard Drake in its list of Civilian War Dead. Sidney Richard Drake had a BSc, and was the son of Richard Enoch and Emily Florence Drake, of 39 Wellington Gardens, Charlton. He died as a member of the ARP services at the Royal Mint, Tower Hill, on Sunday December 8th 1940, aged 24 (CWGC). It is probable that he is the same person, and is buried in the Metropolitan Borough of Stoke Newingham, London.
JENNINGS, Stanley

Student, Woolwich Polytechnic School of Art. It was noted in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for 1945 that he ‘went but would not return’.

The Commonwealth War Graves Commission has records of two Stanley Jennings: 6912477 Rifleman, 1st Battalion, Rifle Brigade, died Friday March 9th 1945, aged 29, who is buried in Berlin 1939-45 War Cemetery; and Stanley Douglas Jennings, 6299891 Private 5th Battalion, The Buffs (Royal East Kent Regiment), who died on Wednesday January 6th 1943, aged 19, and who is commemorated on the Medjez-el-Bab Memorial, Tunisia. It is not clear which of these is the Woolwich Polytechnic man.
MAY, Jack

Teacher (BA), Woolwich Polytechnic School of Art, appointed on the eve of war in September 1939. He was the son of Charles Edward and Elsie May, husband of Margaret Emily May (CWGC). He lived in Barnhurst, as reported in a local newspaper clipping in the Woolwich Polytechnic archives, date unknown, and confirmed by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.

Lieutenant, HMMTB 494, Royal Naval Volunteer Reserve (CWGC). Serving on a Motor Torpedo Boat, he was killed in action. It was noted in the Woolwich Polytechnic Magazine for 1945 that he ‘went but would not return’. He is buried in Crayford (St Paulinus) Churchyard, Row 22, Grave 4 (CWGC).
PECK, George Arthur

Teacher (MA), Junior Technical School for Boys. He was the son of Arthur and Eva Nellie Peck of Morden, Surrey.

Officer Cadet 13048074 Pioneer Corps. He died ‘on active service’ from typhoid and malaria in India on Monday September 21st, 1942, aged 26 (WPR; CWGC). He is buried in Dehli War Cemetery India, Row 2 C. 12.

Appendix 4: Military abbreviations used in the text

AIF: Australian Imperial Forces

AOC: Army Ordnance Corps

APO: Army Post Office

ASC: Army Service Corps

BEF: British Expeditionary Force

CSM: Company Sergeant Major

DCM: Distinguished Conduct Medal

EEF: Egyptian Expeditionary Force

HMMTB: His Majesty’s Motor Torpedo Boat

HMS: His Majesty’s Ship

KRRC: King’s Royal Rifle Corps

MEF: Mediterranean Expeditionary Force

MGC: Machine Gun Corps

MM: Military Medal

RAF: Royal Flying Corps

RAMC: Royal Army Medical Corps

RE: Royal Corps of Engineers

RFA: Royal Field Artillery

RFC: Royal Flying Corps

RGA: Royal Garrison Artillery

RHA: Royal Horse Artillery

RN: Royal Navy

RNAS: Royal Naval Air Service

WO: Warrant Officer
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